If Saint Francis were here . . .

He would tell us that Jesus said what He meant and meant 
what He said; that the Gospel was intended to be lived, 
not just to be read, ignored and forgotten.

He would tell us that to follow the poor Christ is to share with those 
who are in need.  He would tell us that we are to simplify our lives 
so that those less fortunate can have basic necessities.  
He would remind us that this is God’s justice.
He would tell us that he liked Christmas best of all because that is the day when God bent low to walk in our skin and to show us how much He really wants us for Himself, to share His love and His happiness.  He would tell us to really celebrate Christmas! 

He would tell us that war is not holy, that it is not good for anyone, and 
that war does not bring peace.  He would tell us about his meeting with 
the Muslim Sultan of Egypt, how they both desired to have peace 
in spite of the Crusades, and how they became friends.

He would tell us about lepers.  He would tell us that those who 
we think are the lowest members of society are also God’s children and that we must accept them as we would accept Christ.  
And he would tell us that this is not easy!!

He would tell us that all creatures are our brothers and sisters because we have the same Father.  He would tell us to respect and care for the water, 
the air, the wild creatures, the land, the sea and each other.
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               And he would tell us to sing, sing a lot,
             because we are children of a Great King!
                               Mary Esther Stewart
                              Flagstaff, Arizona






